INSIDE   THE   WHALE

But at the same time, by being Marxised litera-
ture has moved no nearer to the masses.    Even
allowing for the time-lag, Auden and Spender are
somewhat farther from being popular writers than
Joyce and Eliot, let alone Lawrence.   As before,
there are many contemporary writers who are out-
side the current, but there is not much doubt about
what is the current.   For  the middle  and late
'thirties,, Auden, Spender & Go. are " the move-
ment ", just as Joyce, Eliot & Go. were for the
'twenties.   And the movement is in the direction of
some rather ill-defined thing called Communism.
As early as 1934 or 1935 it was considered eccentric
in literary circles not to be more or less " left", and
in another year or two there had grown up a left-
wing orthodoxy that made a certain set of opinions
absolutely de ngeur on certain subjects.   The idea
had begun to gain ground (vide Edward Upward
and others) that a writer must either be actively
" left " or write badly.   Between 1935 and 1939 the
Communist Party had an almost irresistible fascina-
tion for any writer under forty.   It became as
normal to hear that so-and-so had "joined" as it
had been a few years earlier, when Roman Catholic-
ism was fashionable, to hear that so-and-so had
" been received ".   For about three years, in,fact,
the central stream of English literature was more or
less directly under Communist control.   How was it
possible for such a thin& to happen?   And at the
same time, what is meant by " Communism'**?   It
is better to answer the second question first
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